BILL GATES SAYS A SMALL GROUP OF
SILICON VALLEY TECH OLIGARCHS ARE
DESTROYING THE WORLD BY 'DOING GREAT
HARM'

Bill Gates: tech companies inviting government
intervention

In an interview with Axios, Bill Gates warned Apple and other tech giants that they risk the
kind of nightmarish government intervention that once plagued his Microsoft if they act

arrogantly.

The big picture: "The companies need to be careful that they're not ... advocating things
that would prevent government from being able to, under appropriate review, perform the

type of functions that we've come to count on."
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gig tech red flags continue to be ignored
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lllustration: Rebecca Zisser / Axios

Researcher and technologist Aviv Ovadya, one of the first to identify the fake news
catastrophe in early 2016, tells Buzzfeed he is worried about an “Information Apocalypse,”
which could lead to “reality apathy,” or people just giving up on finding the truth because

it is too indistinguishable from misinformation.

Why it matters: Red flags are continuously being waved by engineers, academics,
lawmakers and technologists about the dangers of big tech, yet very little is being done to

actually stop the crisis from worsening. Meanwhile, big tech companies grow bigger.


https://www.axios.com/authors/sara
https://www.buzzfeed.com/charliewarzel/the-terrifying-future-of-fake-news?utm_term=.evZP5qqdY#.kcR6MLLbV
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In a surprise, global CEOs favor tech protectionism
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Reproduced from GE Global Innovation Barometer 2018; Chart: Axios Visuals

Business executives across the globe—typically a chorus of free traders—favor barriers that
would protect and foster technological advances in their own country, according to a new

survey.

Quick take: The result, in a GE survey of 2,090 executives in 20 major economies,
diverges from seven decades of broad business support for liberalized trade, which

mainstream economists believe has powered rising prosperity and shrinking poverty.


https://www.axios.com/authors/stevelevine
https://www.ge.com/reports/innovation-barometer-2018/
https://www.ge.com/reports/innovation-barometer-2018/




